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“Native Treasures” named one of the "Five Great ThingsTo Do"  by The Santa Fe New Mexican’s Bienvenidos Magazine 

 

NATIVE TREASURES: INDIAN ARTS FESTIVAL  

 
Santa Fe, New Mexico—Collectors, dealers and fans of Native 

American art have blocked their calendars for Memorial Day 

Weekend's fifth annual Native Treasures: Indian Arts Festival. Top 

Native American artists will display and sell their work at the new 

Santa Fe Community Convention Center in downtown Santa Fe.  

 

More than 170 artists from 40 tribes and pueblos will showcase their 

pottery, jewelry, glass, painting, sculpture, carvings, textiles and 

other art on Saturday, May 23 and Sunday, May 24, 2009. This 

festival will benefit the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture.   

 

"Because this is an invitational show, we are able to invite the „best 

of the best‟ artists, from established masters to the brightest emerging 

stars, all of whom are producing museum-quality work,” says 

Museum of Indian Arts & Culture director Dr. Shelby Tisdale.  

“Many of their pieces are in our permanent collection so we really 

enjoy being able to offer this quality of art for sale."   

 

Some of the artists participating in the 2009 Native Treasures show 

are jewelers Vernon Haskie, Richard Chavez, Fritz Casuse and Keri 

Ataumbi; potters Robert Tenorio, Janice Ortiz, Erik Fender and 

Samuel Manymules; sculptors Upton Ethelbah and Evelyn 

Fredericks; painters Marla Allison, Raymond Nordwall and Peterson Yazzie; carvers Robert Albert and 

Delbridge Honanie; and textile artists Mona Laughing and Peggy Rock Black.  Many of these artists were 

recently honored with major awards at the Santa Fe Indian Market and the Heard Market in Phoenix.   

 

“We try to ensure that there is a different group of artists each year, so that more artists get the chance to 

participate and collectors have the fun of finding someone new,” Tisdale adds. More than 80 of the artists are 

new to the show this year.  

 

Native Treasures: Indian Arts Festival is an intimate, fun weekend where buyers can meet the artists and can 

ask questions in a relaxed atmosphere. Purchasing art at Native Treasures—which ranges in price from $25 to 

$10,000 —is a way for the public to support not only the artists but also the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture. 
In its first four years, Native Treasures has raised over $200,000 for the museum, now providing the majority of 

the exhibition and education budget for the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture, including funds for the current 
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Comic Art Indigène and Native Couture exhibitions.  Artists who participate in Native Treasures generously 

donate a portion of their sales to the museum.  

 

In past years, Native Treasures has taken place on Museum Hill. This year the show will be in a new location--

the Santa Fe Community Convention Center, just a block from the downtown Plaza.  This is in part to make it 

easier for patrons who want to enjoy both the Native Treasures Indian Arts Festival and the grand opening of 

the New Mexico History Museum, which is taking place the same weekend downtown. 

 

"The Native Treasures show is of immense benefit to both the artists and to MIAC," says Tisdale. "We are 

really excited about our new location and all of the new artists who will be participating.  I say this every year, 

but I know this year's show will be the best one yet!"  

 

For more information about all Native Treasures events and for a full artist listing, visit 

www.nativetreasuressantafe.org 
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NATIVE TREASURES: INDIAN ARTS FESTIVAL 

 

WHAT:  Native Treasures, now in its fifth year, is an invitational art show and sale featuring the 

best Native art in the U.S.   Proceeds benefit the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture  
 

              Featuring 

 More than 170 artists from 40 tribes and pueblos 

 Best and brightest of the Indian art world 

 Santa Fe‟s only museum-quality Indian art show 

 Relaxed, intimate event for collectors, dealers and 

sightseers 

 Pre-Sale Gala, kicks off Native Treasures Friday 

evening, May 22. Patrons will enjoy a wine bar 

and heavy hors d'oeuvres while getting the first 

chance to purchase a favorite piece offered by 

each artist for this special evening.   

 2009  “Living Treasure” award to outstanding 

Native artist at the Friday night Pre-Sale Gala 

The gala will also feature the presentation of the Native Treasures Living Treasure Award to 

Upton Ethelbah, a prominent Santa Clara/White Mountain Apache sculptor.  Past honorees 

have included Robert Tenorio, Mike Bird-Romero, and Connie Tsosie Gaussoin.   

 Delicious food and entertainment by Native and local musicians.  

 

WHEN:  Saturday May 23 & Sunday May 24, 2008 
Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,$5; Sunday 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Free 

(Early Bird Market Saturday, 9-10 a.m., $15) 

Festival tickets available at entrance. 

Tickets are available at the door.  Admission on Sunday is free. 

Friday, May 22, 6-8 p.m. 

Benefit Pre-Sale Gala, offering special pieces selected by each artist. 

Attendees will meet the artists and mingle with other collectors. 

Hors d‟oeuvres and wine will be served. 

$75. Price includes an Early Bird ticket for Saturday.  

Tickets 505-982-6366, ext. 112. 

 

WHERE:  Santa Fe Community Convention Center, 201 W. Marcy Street , Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 

INFO:  505-476-1250; www.nativetreasuressantafe.org  

 

FOR IMAGES, INTERVIEWS, PRESS PASSES & OTHER INFORMATION 

PLEASE CONTACT Jennifer Marshall, 505-231-1776, jennifer@jmarshallplan.com 
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NATIVE TREASURES 2009 ARTISTS  
99 artists, 49 new as of 10/30/08 

Pottery      From    Tribal Affiliation 

Lawrence Thunder Atencio   Ohkay Owingeh  Ohkay Owingeh/Santa Clara 

Caroline Carpio     Peralta   Isleta 

Erik Fender *     SF    San Ildefonso 

Sharon Naranjo Garcia   Ohkay Owingeh  Santa Clara 

Cavan Gonzales *    SF    San Ildefonso 

Rosemary Lonewolf *    Espanola   Santa Clara/Tewa 

Samuel Manymules    Tuba City, AZ  Navajo 

Marvin & Frances Martinez *   SF    San Ildefonso/Tewa 

Bernice & Dusty Naranjo   Espanola   Taos/Santa Clara 

Geri Naranjo      Espanola   Santa Clara 

Kevin Naranjo *    Espanola   Santa Clara 

Sheldon Nunez-Velarde *   Dulce    Jicarilla Apache 

M. Janice Ortiz    ABQ    Cochiti 

Jane Osti      Tahlequah, OK  Cherokee 

Pahponee      Elizabeth, CO  Kickapoo/Potawatomi 

Monica Romero     Espanola   Santa Clara 

Anita Suazo      Espanola   Santa Clara 

Robert Tenorio     Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Thomas Tenorio *    Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Camilla Toya *    Jemez Pueblo  Jemez 

Dominique Toya *    Jemex Pueblo  Jemez 

Maxine Toya *    Jemez Pueblo  Jemez 

Wesley Vigil *    SF    Tesuque 

Jewelry  

Andrew Redhorse Alvarez    Santa Clarita, CA  Apache/Coleville 

Keri Ataumbi      SF    Kiowa 

Darryl & Rebecca Begay   Gallup   Navajo 

Leroy Begay     Pinon, AZ   Navajo 

Ernest & Veronica Benally   Gallup   Navajo 

Brenda Boyd *    Cuba    Navajo 

Althea Cajero     Placitas   Santo Domingo/Acoma 

Jimmy Calabaza *    Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Wilbert & Elsie Calabaza *   Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Franklin Carrillo     ABQ    Laguna/Choctaw 

Fritz Casuse     SF    Navajo 

Joe & LeJeune Chavez *   Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Richard* & Jared Chavez   Algodones   San Felipe 

Frank & Evelyn Chee *   Vanderwagon  Navajo 

Daniel Coriz *     Santo Domingo  Santo Domingo 

Jacqueline Gala *    Taos    Taos 

Connie Tsosie Gaussoin   SF    Navajo/Picuris 

David Gaussoin    SF    Navajo/Picuris 

Jerry Gaussoin, Jr.    SF    Navajo/Picuris 

Wayne Nez Gaussoin    SF    Navajo/Picuris 

Arnold & Karlene Goodluck   Houck, AZ   Navajo 

Robert Gress *    Espanola   Crow 

Vernon Haskie *    Lukachukai, AZ  Navajo 

Gerald Lomaventema *     Second Mesa, AZ  Hopi 

Jennifer Medina *    Sant Domingo  Santo Domingo 



Alex Sanchez     Gallup   Navajo 

Marvin Slim     Ganado, AZ   Navajo 

Michael Slim *    ABQ    Navajo 

Mark Stevens *    Laguna   Laguna 

Olin Tsingine *    Phoenix, AZ   Hopi/Navajo 

Orville Tsinnie *    Shiprock   Navajo 

Greta Willie *     Teec Nos Pos, AZ  Navajo 

Kee Yazzie, Jr. *    Winslow, AZ   Navajo 

Sculpture 

Upton Ethelbah, Jr.    ABQ    Santa Clara/White Mountain Apache 

  (2009 MIAC Living Treasure Award Winner) 

Laura Fragua-Cota     Jemez   Jemez 

Evelyn Fredericks     Kykotsmovi, AZ  Hopi 

Alvin John     Phoenix, AZ   Navajo 

Vincent Kaydahzinne    Artesia   Mescalero Apache 

Carol Lujan     Tempe, AZ   Navajo  

Sharon DryFlower Reyna *   Taos    Taos 

Adrian Wall      Acoma   Jemez 

Stephen Wall      Jemez   Chippewa/Iroquois 

Painting/Drawing  

Marla Allison *    Laguna   Laguna 

Nocona Burgess    Cochiti Lake   Comanche 

Ronald Burgess    Cochiti Lake   Comanche 

Ronald Chee *     Costa Mesa, CA  Navajo 

Dolores Purdy Corcoran    Topeka, KS   Caddo 

Aaron Freeland    Farmington   Navajo 

Raymond Nordwall *    SF    Pawnee 

Peterson Yazzie *    Ganado, AZ   Navajo 

Carvers  

Robert Albert *    Gallup   Hopi 

Delbridge Honanie *    Flagstaff, AZ   Hopi 

Alfred Lomahquahu *    Hotevilla, AZ  Hopi 

Spencer Nutima    Kykotsmovi, AZ  Hopi 

Talia Quandelacy    ABQ      Laguna/Zuni 

Stacey Turpen     Milan    Navajo 

Textiles  

Sarah Paul Begay *    Indian Wells, AZ  Navajo 

Mona Laughing *    Navajo   Navajo 

Penny Singer     ABQ    Navajo 

Basketry 

Peggy Rock Black *    Mexican Hat, UT  Navajo 

Everett Pikyavit *    Pittsfield, NH  Southern Paiute/Goshute 

Beadwork 

Craig Kelly *     ABQ    Navajo 

Diverse  

Black Eagle *     Mountain Ranch, CA Shoshone/Yokut 

Collectors‟ Corner    n/a    Diverse 

Francis Country *    Sisseton, SD   Sisseton Wahpeton 

Mary White-Country *   Sisseton, SD   Sisseton Wahpeton 

Wanesia Misquadace    SF    Fond Du Lac/Ojibway 

Kevin Pourier *    Scenic, SD   Oglala Lakota  

* = New to Native Treasures in 2009 


